
On 11 November, Armistice Day, Freightliner locomotive 66418 was named ‘Patriot’ in honour of railway 
workers who lost their lives in World War 1.

The naming ceremony, which took place at Freightliner’s new maintenance facility in Crewe, was 
attended by more than 40 people, including Graham Wood, whose grandfather, Wilfred Wood VC, a 
former employee of London North Western Railways, was awarded the Victoria Cross on 28 November 
1918 for conspicuous bravery and initiative on the Italian front against Austro-Hungarian forces in World 
War 1.  

Following a remembrance service and observation of the two-minute silence, Graham and Freightliner UK 
MD Adam Cunliffe officially unveiled the name plaque.

“Freightliner is honoured to name locomotive 66418 ‘Patriot’ in commemoration of the 20,000 
railwaymen who made the ultimate sacrifice in WW1,” said Adam Cunliffe.  “It is particularly poignant 
that the naming ceremony took place at our new maintenance facility in Crewe, where the original war 
memorial steam locomotive ‘Patriot 1914’ was built, in remembrance of the fallen of the London and 
North Western Railway.”

The naming is part of an initiative entitled ‘Project Railway Honour’, the brainchild of Corporal Gareth 
Atkinson who serves in the 1st Battalion of the Mercian Regiment. Under the scheme, model railway 
manufacturer Dapol will produce a detailed scale model of locomotive 66418 ‘Patriot’.  For every model 
sold, a donation will be made to ABF – The Soldiers’ Charity - the national charity of the British Army.

“Seeing this project come to life with this very special naming at the most apt of times was both an 
emotional and proud day for me,” said Gareth Atkinson.  “Without the support shown by all parties, 
especially Freightliner, this project would still be just an idea on a piece of paper.”

Phillip Naylor, Regional Director North West, ABF said:  “It was an absolute pleasure to take part in the 
naming ceremony of the locomotive, Patriot, named in memory of fallen railway employees.  The whole 
team at Freightliner Crewe should be very proud of the immaculate turnout of the engine and a really 
moving naming ceremony that caught the spirit of Remembrance perfectly.  Moreover, the nameplate will 
be a lasting reminder of the sacrifice made by those who have gone before.

“ABF The Soldiers’ Charity are very pleased to be beneficiaries of the initiative to fundraise through the 
sale of replica engines, and this will help us in our mission to support soldiers, veterans and their families 
in times of need.”
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Pre-orders for the limited edition N gauge models of ‘Patriot’ can be made at the Warley National 
Model Railway Exhibition at the NEC Birmingham on  26/27 November 2016 or at http://www.
projectrailwayhonour.com

“It gives me both great personal and professional pleasure to be involved in this project and I know 
this is felt by everyone at Dapol along with all other parties involved,” said Dapol Marketing Manager, 
Neil Morrlle. “I felt very privileged to represent Dapol at the naming ceremony of ‘Patriot’ on the 11 
November at 11:00. The service was both dignified and moving. 

“Dapol are proud to be involved in the project that both honours those that have fallen in the 
defence of our country and raises much needed funds to support our service men and women, our 
veterans and military families alike. The model allows the modelling community to directly support 
the cause; it will act as a mark of remembrance on layouts across the land.   

“I sincerely hope that all N Gauge modellers will take the opportunity to support Corporal Gareth 
Atkinson, 1st Battalion the Mercian Regiment in this very noble cause.”

Freightliner’s new maintenance facility at Crewe provides cost effective, bespoke rolling stock 
maintenance solutions for its fleet of locomotives. 

- ENDS -

For further information please contact:
Lynn Crump,
Head of Corporate Communications,
Freightliner Group Ltd. 
crumpl@freightliner.co.uk

 



NOTES TO EDITORS

About Freightliner Group: 
Freightliner Group is a leading rail freight provider with businesses in the United Kingdom, Continental 
Europe and the Middle East. It employs over 2,500 staff and offers customers a wide range of rail freight 
solutions to cater for the requirements of a diverse market sector. The Group comprises: 

Intermodal 
The UK’s largest transporter and inland terminal operator for the movement of deep sea maritime con-
tainers and the only UK rail freight operator with its own fleet of trucks, offering a complete logistics 
package. 

Bulk Haulage 
A leading UK bulk rail freight company setting new standards of reliability, flexibility and customer ser-
vice in the bulk rail freight sector whilst continuing to invest in innovative solutions for customers’ busi-
ness needs.  

Maintenance 
Operating specialist facilities around the UK, Freightliner Maintenance offers infrastructure services and 
maintenance solutions for rolling stock.  

Freightliner Poland and Germany 
Providing bulk rail freight services including coal, aggregates and other bulk commodities within Poland 
and Germany and cross border.  

ERS Railways 
Provides cross border intermodal services connecting the northern European ports of Rotterdam, Bremer-
haven and Hamburg to key cities in Germany, Poland, Italy and beyond.  

Rotterdam Rail Feeding
Provides shunting and feeder services to the railway industry in the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, 
specialising in short distance transportation of freight trains. 

Freightliner Middle East 
Responsible for developing high quality freight services to support this rapidly growing region, provid-
ing technical assistance, interim management and training to Saudi Railway Company (SAR) on the North 
South Railway project.  

Across the Group, Freightliner continues to invest in locomotive technology, wagons and terminal infra-
structure to provide a safe, high quality, reliable service to customers. 

Freightliner Group is owned by Genesee & Wyoming Inc. (G&W). 
•  G&W owns or leases 121 freight railroads worldwide that are organised in 11 operating regions with 
7,500 employees and more than 2,800 customers.
•  G&W’s nine North American regions serve 41 U.S. states and four Canadian provinces and include 113 
short line and regional freight railroads with more than 13,000 track-miles.
•  G&W’s Australia Region provides rail freight services in New South Wales, the Northern Territory and 
South Australia and operates the 1,400-mile Tarcoola-to-Darwin rail line.


